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TASK 1. Listening (12 6asioB)

You will hear an interview with a sociologist and former counsellor called
Adrian Mitchell, who has just published a book on family relationships. For
guestions 1-6, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which fits best according to
what you hear.

1. Why did Adrian decide to write a book on family relationships?
A He was persuaded by others in his field.

B He was encouraged by the success of his previous publication.

C He felt it was a natural outcome of his work in sociology.

D He believed it was probably expected of him.

2. Adrian says that he gave up his role as a counsellor because
A he was unable to remain objective.

B he felt overloaded with responsibility.

C it no longer provided sufficient challenge.

D he resented its impact on his own physical health.

3. Adrian says that the average 21st-century husband
A may be suffering a form of identity crisis.

B is still reluctant to participate in housework.

C secretly wishes to earn more than his wife.

D is happy to have been relieved of certain duties.

4. Adrian explains that his children did not feature in his book because
A academic publications should have an impersonal tone.
B they were unwilling to be exposed in such a way.



C he was reluctant to take advantage of their willingness to please.
D descriptions of family experiences were becoming formulaic.

5. Adrian criticizes certain media reports on social issues for
A their misleading use of statistics.

B the sensational style they are written in.

C the way they overlook areas of progress.

D their focus on superficial subjects.

6. What does Adrian say about the institution of m arriage?
A It will continue to decline in popularity.

B It is undervalued in modern society.

C Its purpose is not the same for everyone.

D It requires more compromise than many people realize.

OTBeTHhI:
1 2 3 4 5 6
A B B C C D

TASK 2. Reading (12 6as10B)

You are going to read an extract from a newspaper article. Six paragraphs have been
removed from the extract. Choose from the paragraphs A-G the one which fits each
gap (1-6). There is one extra paragraph which you do not need to use.

Scents and sensitivity

She has never known the fragrance of a beautiful flower — or been able to tell by
sniffing whether food is safe to eat. Lucy Mangan on being born with no sense of
smell.

| am not a fully sentient being. | am referring to the fact that | am congenitally
anosmic; or, as | more helpfully put it when people thrust perfumed articles under
my nose and invite an opinion on the aroma, | was born without a sense of smell.

1.

That experience, however, does not compare to the time | was persuaded by school
friends that as | couldn't smell Emma Webster's perfume, | should drink it. This was,
| recall, on the grounds that taste and smell are so closely linked that it would give
me at least some idea of the delicious scent | was missing. Alas, all it taught me was
that perfume is not a beverage, and | was left feeling sick for days.

2.




| had enough sense to buy a smoke alarm, but it wasn't until my sister called round
and nearly collapsed from the smell of a hob burner | had accidentally switched on
that | realized | needed a detector that would alert me aurally to gas leaks before |
blew up the street. A few bouts of food poisoning alerted me to the fact that | can
eat food which would cause those with functioning nasal passages to call in the
public health authorities. | now check best-before dates assiduously and treat three-
day-old milk with the respect it deserves.

3.

| subscribe to the “what you've never had, you never miss” school of thought, but
for those who lose their sense of smell, the effect on their quality of life can be
enormous. Professor Tim Jacob at Cardiff University, who researches olfaction,
explains “Anosmics will have found other ways of adapting, using texture and
consistency to get information about food. But people who once relied on their sense
of smell do not know how to cope without it.”

4,

And those are just the obvious things. As Jacob also notes: “You lose lots of
subliminal information and links with the emotional centres of the brain. Smells are
inextricably linked with memories and form the backdrop to your sensory
experience. The smell of your first girlfriend's perfume or boyfriend's aftershave,
anything associated with strong emotion, will always trigger a rush of memory.”

5.

Alarmed at the thought of producing sickly babies, | enquire about treatment. For
those who have lost their sense of smell through infection or damage, the news is
relatively good. “They usually regain some ability because the olfactory nerve is
capable of regeneration,” says David Roberts, ear, nose and throat consultant at
Guy's & St Thomas's Hospital in London.

6.

I will have to soldier on and draw what comfort I can from a recent exchange with
an ex-boyfriend who, as we reminisced about our relationship said wistfully, “You
were the best girlfriend in the world. You let me eat all the garlic | wanted and it
didn't bother you.” I'm putting it in my next personal ad.

A Naturally, the problems of being olfactorily-challenged don't compare to
those which attend blindness or deafness. Nevertheless, certain things do




have to be taken into account, and certain precautions taken, which you
only fully appreciate when you start living alone.

B ‘The tongue can only distinguish the four basic tastes: bitter, sweet, salty,
sour. Smell detects flavour and nuance, so they lose all significant sense of
taste. About 17% become clinically depressed. Some become
oversensitive about having body odour and are frightened of going out.

C Steroid-based drug treatments can help further. Nasal polyps causing
blockages to olfactory passageways can be treated medically and
surgically. But, as one might expect, less can be done to rectify causes one
Is born with.

D 'It's a very emotive sense,' he explains. “The nerves stimulated by smell
send messages to one of the oldest, most primitive parts of our brain, which
Is why it's so integral to our lives and why people feel they cannot do
without it.”

E It took until | was seven to convince my mother of this. She reluctantly
acknowledged the truth of my claim after making me sniff the fumes from
her bottle of nail varnish remover until I looked up hopefully and said
'‘My eyes are burning - is that what you mean?'

F | am beginning to feel quite intrigued by this unknown world of smells
taking you back in time, but this quickly deepens into concern about what
else I am missing. “And, of course, you are attracted to people who smell
different from you, because it suggests they have a different immunotype,’
says Jacob. “It's the evolutionary system trying to get you to pass on two
sets of immunity advantages to your offspring.”

G | have also learnt to stock my shelves with visitors as well as myself in
mind. So | have fruit teas in the house even though they appear to be
nothing more than an expensive way of colouring a mugful of hot water,
and herbs, even though they are a matter of supreme indifference to me.
When | cook for other people and a recipe says 'season to taste', | have to
hope for the best.

OTBeThI:
1 2 3 4 5 6
E A G B F C

TASK 3. USE OF ENGLISH

1) For questions 1-8, read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C or
D) best fits each gap. There is an example at the beginning (0). (16 6a;10B)
Twitter in the city



While cities and urban areas are attractive, food-rich environments for birds, there
isa () ... to be paid. And the (1) ........ of living in a noisy environment can be
significant for birds that use acoustic signals to attract mates, defend territories, (2)
........ of dangers and deter competitors. Many human beings find urban noise
uncomfortable, but for birds, having vital communications drowned or muffled (3)
........ their breeding and survival.

Research indicates that birds are (4) ........ to the challenge by adapting their acoustic
signals so they can be heard above the urban din. Their songs are becoming shorter,
louder and with longer pauses. They are also increasingly singing at night, when

noise (5) ........ are lower. And there's (6) ........ of an ability to adjust songs by leaving
out lower pitch notes which would be drowned by traffic noise.
Some researchers believe that these changes will (7) ........ to urban and rural birds
of the same species becoming reproductively isolated. It's also been suggested that
birds and species which (8) ........ to adapt will abandon city life, reducing urban
biodiversity.

0 | Acharge B price C value D fee

1 | Adownturn B downfall C downside D downgrade

2 | Awarn B notice C announce D declare

3 | Arisks B suffers C intimidates D threatens

4 | Alifting B emerging C elevating D rising

5 |Alevels B heights C amounts D degrees

6 | Abasis B support C evidence D mark

7 | Aresult B lead C bring D end

8 |Aomit B decline C wait D fail
OTBeThI.

0 |Bprice

1 | C downside

2 | Awarn

3 | D threatens

4 | Drising

5 |[Alevels

6 | Cevidence

7 |Blead

8 | D fail




2) For the following items, match verbs with trios to form meaningful
collocations. There is an example at the beginning. Two trios are not used.

(16 6an10B)
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
make | save lose put on | deliver | pass make up | goon |pay
A B C D E
old the salt a quarrel a mistake | money
a beard a test a story a bed someone from drowning
vegetables |alaw your mind a fuss old stamps
F G H I J K
the light trains a compliment | your way a speech a journey
a lot of weight your clothes | a bill apurse a baby a diet
your hat a £10 note attention your temper | a letter a strike
Item 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Answer | D I F J B C K H

3) Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence. (10 6a:a10B)
u anyone about our conversation.

1. I'd rather yo
a) don't tell

b) didn't tell

c) won't tell

d) not to tell

2.By the end of next year, |

a) will work

b) will have been working

¢) have been

working

d) will be working

3. The suspect denied

Otger: b) didn't tell

for this company for a decade.

Oreer: b) will have been working

anywhere near the scene of the crime.

a) to have been
b) having been
c) he has been




d) to be
Oteet: b) having been

4. Had | known about the traffic, | a different route.
a) would take

b) took

c¢) would have taken

d) had taken

OtBet: C) would have taken

5. It's high time we a decision; we can't delay any longer.
a) make

b) made

c) have made

d) will make

OrBer: b) made

4) Sentence Transformation (10 6aJuioB)

Use the word in capitals to rewrite the second sentence so that it has a similar
meaning to the first. Do not change the word given. You must use between 3
and 8 words.

1. It's possible that they took a later train.
MIGHT
They a later train.

Otser: They might have taken a later train

2. | regret not studying harder for the exam.
ONLY
If harder for the exam.

Oreer: If only | had studied harder for the exam

3. It was the first time | had ever seen such a beautiful sunset.
NEVER



| beautiful sunset.

Oreer: | had never seen such a beautiful sunset

4. We couldn't find the restaurant because | hadn't written down the address.
HAVE
We the restaurant if | had written down the address.

Oteer: We could have found the restaurant if I had written down the address

5. Despite his age, he runs ten kilometers every day.
THOUGH
He runs ten kilometers every day, old.

Orteer: He runs ten kilometers every day, though he is old

TASK 4.CROSS-CULTURAL TASK ( 10 6amnoB)

Choose the correct answer. Only ONE is correct.

1. The term "Met Gala" in the US context is best described as a:

a) Major political fundraising event for the Democratic Party.

b) A highly exclusive annual fashion fundraiser for the Costume Institute of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art.

c) A famous marathon held in New York City.

d) A prestigious award ceremony for American theatre.

Oteet: b) A highly exclusive annual fashion fundraiser for the Costume
Institute of the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

2. What is the core constitutional principle demonstrated by the Magna Carta (1215)
that remains a cornerstone of British and American law?

a) The right to universal suffrage.

b) The separation of church and state.

c) The idea that the power of the ruler can be limited by law.

d) The establishment of a permanent parliament.

OrtBet: ) The idea that the power of the ruler can be limited by law.

3. The phrase "the special relationship™ most commonly refers to the diplomatic ties
between:



a) The USA and Canada.

b) The UK and the Republic of Ireland.
¢) The UK and the USA.

d) Australia and New Zealand.

Oteer: ¢) The UK and the USA.

4. In the UK, "The Troubles" refers to the period of conflict primarily concerning
the status of:

a) Scotland.

b) Wales.

c) Northern Ireland.

d) The City of London.

Otger: ¢) Northern lreland.

5. The cultural concept of "The American Dream" most centrally emphasizes:
a) The importance of collective community action.

b) The potential for individual prosperity and success through hard work.

c) The necessity of a welfare state.

d) The preservation of traditional values above all else.

Orsert: b) The potential for individual prosperity and success through hard
work.

IHoapoOHbIN pa3dop KakKA0r0 BOMpoOca:

1. The term ""Met Gala"

IpaBuabnbiii oTBeT: D) KimroueBbie cioBa: "highly exclusive" (momacts 1o
npurianeHusM, OwieTbl oueHb noporu), '"fashion fundraiser" (coObiTue,
MOCBSIIIEHHOE MOJIE M COOMpAlOIIee IEHBI'H). TO €ro OCHOBHAS M caMasi M3BECTHAs
(GyHKIUS B MaCCOBOM KYJIBTYypE.

[Touemy He apyrue a) XoTsA Ha HEM MPHUCYTCTBYIOT MOJIMTUKH, 3TO HE MapTUHHOE
meponpustue; C) Hero-Hopkekuit mapagon — 310 "New York City Marathon™;
d) IIpemust 3a Teatp — 310 "Tony Awards". Met Gala cBsizan ¢ Mmy3eeM, HO HE ¢
TEaTPOM.

2. The core constitutional principle of the Magna Carta
IIpaBuiabHblii oTBeT: C) Magna Carta (Benukas xapTusi BOJIbHOCTEH) ObLia
HaBsizaHa kopoito Moanny be3zemensHomy Oaponamu B 1215 rony. E€ rnaBHoe



UCTOPUYECKOE 3HAYEHUE — BIIEPBbIC MUCBMEHHO 3a(MKCUPOBATH, YTO KOPOJIb HE
aOCOJIIOTEH M JOJDKEH COOJIF0ATh 3aKOH. JTO 3aJI0KWIIO MPUHLMUIT BEPXOBEHCTBA
npasa (rule of law), KOTOpHIif MO3kKe pa3BUWICA B KOHCTUTYLIMOHHBIE MOHAPXUHU H
neMokpatuu. @pa3zbl Bpojie "HU OJUH CBOOOHBIN YeIOBEK..." yCTaHABIUBAIM, YTO
3aKOH CTOUT U HaJl IPABUTEIIEM.

[ToueMy He npyrue BapuaHThl OTBETOB - (3TO 0OJIEE MO3THUE KOHIIETILINN):

a) BceoOmee nzdbuparenbHOE PaBoO MOSBUIIOCH HA COTHH JIET TIO3XKE.

b) Paznenenne nepkBu u rocymapctBa — OoJiee IMO3AHSSA, MPEUMYIIECTBEHHO
amepukaHckas ujaes (xotss B Magna Carta ObUIM MyHKTBI O LIEPKBH, HO HE 00
OT/CIICHUH).

d) [TocTostHHBII apiIaMeHT — y4pexnEéH HaMHOTO 1mo3xe (B XIII Beke BO3HUK, HO
B COBPEMEHHOM BHJI€ — TO3XKE).

3. The phrase ""the special relationship*

IIpaBuiIbHBIA OTBeT: ¢) OTOT TEPMHUH CTaj IIMPOKO HCIOJIB30BATHCA IOCIIE
BTtopoii MuUpOBOM BOMHBI I ONMCAaHWsA YHUKAIbHO TECHBIX CBSI3€H MEKIY
BenukoOpurtanueit u CIIA B cdepax pasBenku, OOOpOHBI, IUILIOMATHU U
KYJbTYPBI.

Ero wyacto wcnonb3oBanu YUHCTOH Yepuwiuib W JApYru€ TMOJUTUKH U
noMYEPKUBaHMUs OOIIMX I[IEHHOCTEM M HWHTEpPEecOB, HECMOTpst Ha "ocoOble
oTHoIIeHUs" (HE Bcera riaajaKue).

[Touemy He Apyrue: Y NepeurcIeHHbIX CTPAaH TOXKE TECHBIE CBSI3U, HO YCTOSIBIIMICS

muriomatndeckuii tepmuH  "the special relationship" 3akpennén umeHHo 3a
cesizkoit UK-US.

4."The Troubles™ in the UK

IpaBuabubiii oTBer: C) "The Troubles" — 510 ycrosBiieecs Ha3BaHHE
ATHOMOJIUTHYECKOTO KOH(DIUKTa (KOoH. 1960-x — 1998 rT.) B CeBepHoit Upnannun
MEX1y IPEUMYILECTBEHHO NMPO-OpUTAHCKUMH FOHUOHUCTAMH (JIOSUIUCTAMU), YaCTO
NpPOTECTAaHTaMHU, M TNPEUMYLIECTBEHHO MPO-UPJAHACKMMU HAIlMOHAJIMCTAMU
(pecnyOuKaHIIaMK ), YACTO KaTOJUKAMHU.

[enTpanbabiM BompocoM ObLI cTatyc CeBepHoi Mpnanauu: octarbecsi B cOCTaBe
BenukoOpuTanuu v BoccoeAMHUThCS ¢ PecniyOnukoit Upnanaus.

[Touemy He npyrue: Kondauxret B lloTnanauu wim Yaibce 3a HE3aBUCUMOCTD WITH
ABTOHOMHIO HE Ha3bIBAlOTCS OSTHUM TepMmuHoM. ''The Troubles" — crporo
UCTOPUYECKHM TEPMUH JIJIsl CEBEPOUPIAHICKOTO KOH(IUKTA.

5. The cultural concept of ""The American Dream™



IpaBuabHbIii oTBeT: D) Maes o ToM, 4To B AMEpUKe KaXblii, HE3aBUCUMO OT
MPOUCXOXKICHHUS, MOXKET TOCTUYb MATEPHAILHOTO 0J1aronoIy4us U MOBBICUTH CBOU
COLIMAJIBHBIN cTaryc Onarofapsi COOCTBEHHBIM YCWIMSM, MNPEANPHUHUMYHUBOCTA H
TPyay. DTO UHAUBUAYATUCTUUECKUNA UJI€al, TECHO CBSA3aHHBIA C BEpOil B paBHbIC
BO3MO>KHOCTH (@ HE paBHbIE PE3YJIbTATHI).

[Touemy He npyrue:

a) KomrektuBHOE NeiicTBUE MPOTUBOPEUUT UHAUBUAYATUCTUICCKON CYTH MEUTH.
c) CoumasibHOE TOCY/IapCTBO YaCTO BOCIIPUHUMAETCSI KaK IMOMOIIb, a HE Pe3yJIbTaT
JIMYHOTO TPY[a.

d) TpaguoHHBIE IEHHOCTH MOTYT OBITh YacThIO, HO HE IIEHTPAIBHON HICeH,
KOTOpasi — YCIIEX, T00BIThII CAMOCTOSATEIBHO.

JlaHHOE 3alaHHE MPOBEPSAET HE MPOCTO IPYAULMIO, A IOHUMAaHHUE CMbICIA H
KOHTEKCTA KJIIFOYEBBIX  SIBJCHUM 3anagHod (B MEpBYH O4Yepelp  AHIJIO-
aMEpUKAHCKOW) KYJbTYpbl, UCTOPUM M NOJUTUKU. [IpaBUiIbHBIA OTBET Bcerga
Haubojee TOYHO OTPa)KaeT CYLIHOCTHYIO XapaKTEpUCTUKY MOHATUS, a HE €ro
1OOOYHBIE UM BTOPOCTENIEHHBIE ACTIEKTHI.

TASK 5.WRITING ( 14 6a/10B)

Write an essay. Give a title to it. Remember the rules of writing.

Write 230—250 words.

Artificial Intelligence & Creativity: Can Al-generated art, music, and literature ever
be considered truly creative, or are they merely sophisticated forms of mimicry?
Bapuanr 3cce:

The Ghost in the Machine: Can Al Truly Create?

The rise of artificial intelligence capable of generating paintings, symphonies, and
poems has ignited a profound debate: can its output be deemed true creativity, or is
it merely an advanced echo of human work? While Al demonstrates remarkable
technical prowess, its process fundamentally lacks the intentionality and lived
experience that form the bedrock of human creativity.

Proponents of Al's creative potential point to its ability to produce novel and
aesthetically pleasing works. By analyzing vast datasets, these systems can combine
elements in unexpected ways, generating a seemingly infinite array of images,
melodies, or narratives that no human has directly authored. The results can be
beautiful, thought-provoking, and entirely new. In this sense, Al acts as a powerful
tool, augmenting human creativity by offering inspiration and executing complex
technical tasks at unprecedented speed.

However, this “creativity" is inherently derivative. Al does not create from a place
of conscious emotion, personal struggle, or a desire to communicate a subjective
experience of the world—the very wellsprings of human art. It operates on statistical



prediction, identifying and recombining patterns from its training data. A poem
written by an algorithm may be structurally perfect, but it lacks the author's authentic
voice shaped by joy, grief, or love. It is, in essence, a sophisticated form of mimicry,
a reflection of human creativity processed through layers of code.

In conclusion, while Al-generated art is a monumental technological achievement,
it represents a different category of production. It excels at innovation within defined
parameters but fails to grasp the essence of creativity: the conscious, purposeful
translation of inner life into form. Therefore, Al's most significant role may not be
as a creator but as a collaborator—a brilliant mirror that reflects the data we feed it,
yet one that holds no ghost of its own. True creativity remains a distinctly human
testament to our consciousness and our capacity to imbue the world with meaning
drawn from experience.

(249 words)



